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There were four hundred visitors in our Public Library, last Saturday, and 


two hundred end seventy five books were given out, I never visit this large pleasant, 


wellelighted room that I do not recall the long, hard struggle we had to obtain it 
I remember the meetings called by the ladies, the committees formed and the thorough 


canvass of the city thet was made. We were all such very busy women that it was 


almost impossible for us to spare the time, but we were so anxious for a Public Library 
that we laid aside everything else and, in the midst of winter, went from house to house 


soliciting subscriptions and names to a petition asking the City Council to levy a tex 


of one helf of one mill on the dollar. I never solicited a dollar before or since, for 


any purpose whatever, but I remember going into every business house and office on the 
north side of Mein street, in most places meeting with a generous response. We Re 


MeKeen headed the list with fifty dollars, and Hul man and Cox followed with another 


fifty. Most of the men subscribed. One wealthy church member said he ‘Wouldn't give 


a cent, he didn't believe in poor folks' reading," I never see him sitting in his 


cushioned pew that I do not think of this remark, When the canvass was about helf come 


pleted we had nearly two thousand dollars subscribed end a great many thousmd names 


signed to the petition, The money was intended to start the library and keep it up 


until the tax had been collected, We presented these to the =- Council, as had been 


requested, end, as a reward for 211 our time and trouble, insteed of levying the tax, 


as the law gave them the right to do, they decided to submit the question to the people 


at the spring election, 


Not discouraged, we rallied our forces end prepared for the campaign. We called 


a public meeting and elected a Board of Managers, consisting of Semuel McKeen, Re. 


Ce Re Henderson, Dr, Joseph Richardson, Judge He De Scott, Judge Jas, Me Allen, Mr. CR. 


Peddle and the writer, Each member of this Board had an excellent library of his own 6 


and would probably reap very little personal benefit from a Public Library, but, with the 


assistance of many friends we lebored long and earnestly to carry the election. We 


wie 

hed not a doller of funds end only a very short space of time, The women of the city, 
who were in fevor of the measure, hed worked for it, subscribed for it and would have 
voted for it, were all disfrenchised, clthough many of them were taxpayers; ənd ell of & 
them were subject to the lews, Through the generosity of George Hebb, we were supplied 
with big posters urging everybody to "Vote ode the Library," end, with e horse snd buggy 
end the assistence of a smell boy, I, myself, tacked these up around ell the polling 
pleces and the principal points in the city, but eclthough a tex payer I was not allowed 
to go the next dey and deposit my little "Yes" in the bellot box, It would heve been so 
unwomenly, you KNOV e 

Well, in spite of «11 difficulties, we cerried the dey by between seven end eight 
hundred votes. We were jubilent, but out joy was of short duration, That wonderful 
body, the Common Council, met the next Tuesdey and voted not to levy the tex, One 
of the Councilmen fran the First werd, which had given several hundred majority in 
favor of the tax, and who, himself, hed subscribed to our fund end circulated our 
petition, voted ageinst the levy, This seme gentlemen is now a cendidate for post- 
master, member from the Sixth werd, who hed been en ective Library man, voted 6 
against the measure because his ward did so, The Mayor, Me Be Fe Hevens, himself 
elected by a majority of only ebout eighty, ceme dorm from his chair to make a speech 
in opposition to the Public librery, This gentlemen is now a candidate for the best 
office he cen get. Cen't he be made librarian? Although we carried four wards out of 
six, we were defeeted by this Council, which wes not otherwise distinguished for 
economy or anything else, 

And thus the matter rested until the next spring, when, through the efforts of 
Hon, D.e Ne Foster of Ft, Wayne, and others, the law authorizing the School Boards of 
cities of 30,000 inhabitants to levy a tax for Public Libraries was amended so as to 
include cities of 10,000 inhebitmts, Our School Board proceeded at once to levy the 
tex and the result is e Public Library and Reading Room of which any city might be 
proud end which we could scercely do without, now that we heave experienced its benefit 


I heve written this brief sketch of its early history entirely from memory end mey 


have made some misteke in the details but the main facts ere correct, Whenever I 
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visit the rooms end see the long row of men end boys poring over the latest magazines, 
end the bright faced girls and intelligent women selecting from the thousands of 
standard books, I feel devoutly thankful thet enlightened thought has triumphed over 


ignorent prejudice end narrow partisenship, 


